Isolation of secretory IgA from feline bile and bile IgA levels in growing cats.
Secretory IgA was isolated from feline bile, using ammonium sulphate precipitation, gel-filtration chromatography and affinity chromatography. It formed a precipitating line between anti-cat whole serum or anti-cat bile serum by immunoelectrophoresis and double diffusion. It consisted of three subunits that molecular weight were 80 kd, 62 kd and 27 kd by SDS-PAGE analysis. The 80 kd protein was equivalent to secretory component of human and other animals. Immunoglobulin levels were observed on bile collected continuously by gallbladder cannulation in growing cats. Although immunoglobulins were not detected in bile of feline fetus, after birth its levels increased gradually. Biliary IgA levels reached the adult levels earlier than that of their serum.